
A. H. Trimble.com - 7 Common Risks/Threats Check Lists
Check List for Communications 

This check is based on the “layer” concept of emergency preparedness. The list will help you assess where you and your family are in terms of how prepared are you to 
meet the specific challenges of each risk/threat area. Each area of risks/threats are present in all emergencies, disasters, and especially in a grid-down scenario. 

To know more about the "7 Common Risks/Threats" <click here>
To know more about the layering concept of ensuring communications <click here>

Item
Well 

Prepared
Somewhat 
Prepared

Not 
Prepared Priority Notes

Does the family have an emergency radio capable of receiving emergency broadcasts, 
regular radio stations, shortwave, etc.?
Does your emergency radio operate off of on-board solar power or crank charging?
Can your emergency radio operate off of regular batteries and do you have an up-to-date 
supply of batteries?
Can your emergency radio operate off of chargeable batteries and do you have a supply of 
batteries and at least two ways to charge those batteries?
Does each appropriate member of your family have a cell phone and know how to use it 
properly in an emergency?
Do you have a handheld radio for each member of the family?
For each handheld radio do you have rechargeable batteries and at least two ways to 
charge batteries?
For each handheld radio do you have the appropriate accessories such as long antennas, 
ear pieces, charging station, microphones, etc?
Is each family member trained in using a handheld radio?
Does the family have a mobile and/or base station radio?
For each mobile and or base station radio do you have rechargeable batteries and at least 
two ways to charge batteries?
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For each mobile and or base station radio do you have the appropriate accessories such as 
long antennas, ear pieces, transformer, microphones, etc?
Is each family member trained in using the mobile and or base station radio?
Does your family have alternative means of communicating such as notes, flagging, chem 
lights, signal mirror, etc?
Are family members trained in the use of your alternative means of communicating?
Do you have a communications plan that contains when it is to be used, how to implement 
it, and how to notify that one or more communications methods have been compromised?
Do all family members understand ComSec (communications security)?
Do family members understand and can use the Phonetic Alphabet?
Have you printed a the Phonetic Alphabet sheet for each person and/or radio?


