
  

Previous Batch of Transplants
(2 weeks old)

Previous Batch of Transplants
(4 weeks old)Made from, two 2” x 6” and one 2” x 

4” lumber, pressure treated (ground 
contact) 4” x 4”, and 3” screws.
Then painted with Velspar 365 
Exterior paint.

Dog
(6 years old)

Buckets were just for keeping it 
off the ground while I painted it.

Box is 2’ wide x 12’ long and 
15” in depth/height.
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Solar Array #2

Fence is not electric. It is just made with posts 
and wire I had on hand. It is just to keep the dog 
out that developed a keen taste for the organic 
fertilizer I use. She seems to think it is yummy! 



  

Cow patties (dung) from the 
property from free range cattle.

Sticks & branches from the 
juniper trees on the property.

This layer was about 6” thick when I first put it all in, 
then I walked on it compressing it to about 3” - 4” thick. 
It will break down over time and simply become soil. 
For any larger limbs or tree trunk material use “pithy” or 
“punk” wood...meaning it has already started to rot 
pretty well. The cow patty (cow poop) was gathered up 
and piled for a year before I used it here. But if it is dry 
then it can be used. Dry meaning it breaks apart easily 
with no moisture in it. Used too soon and the “passed 
through” seeds may give you an unexpected crop of 
weeds and/or cattle feed. 
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Next I filled it with straight compost to the top of the sticks and 
branches...walking on it to pack it.

Once I packed it in I watered it in until it was completely soaked 
through.

Idea of what the compost looks like. Nice 
texture, some chunky material, mostly 
fine stuff. Great smell to it. Be careful of 
too much nitrogen in it. Buy it already 
cooled down, allow it to weather till cool, 
or water it a lot to wash out the nitrogen.

3-yards of it bought from nearby town 
yard waste facility - $15 per yard.
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Soil mix is:

● 3 parts local compost
● 1 part peat moss
● 1 part Grow King steer manure compost
● Total perlite for box was about 1 gal.

I didn’t use any onsite soil (fine sand), I wanted the soil as rich as 
possible for the strawberries.
I amend the bulk compost to prevent it from becoming too 
compacted. That is also a main reason for the perlite.
The cavities in perlite help store nutrients and some moisture that the 
plant might need, but it also drains excess water away from the soil.

Peat Moss from Home DepotGrow King steer manure compost from Lowes

Perlite from local nursery

I add soil mixture about 4” at a time, water it in thoroughly, and 
then add the next layer. I filled it to 3” from the top of the box.

I deeply watered the entire box for 3 days prior to planting.
The watering is to ensure the compost from the local town yard 
waste facility was “cool”...meaning that the nitrogen was not too 
chemically hot. Too hot and it would chemically burn, then kill, 
the plants as if they had died from dehydration.
I watered the box twice a day till the water ran out the bottom.
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You can tell a strawberry plant 
is ready to transplant when the 
“daughter” look healthy, green, 
full, plenty of roots; roots even 
coming out the bottom. 
The umbilical cord between 
mother and daughter plants 
should start to look as if it is 
drying up or browning.
Cut the cord close to both the 
mother and daughter plants.
I like using my old clear planting 
cups, I can see the roots.  

I took the 10 new plants and laid them out to ensure correct spacing.
The plants are about 18” apart and 1 plant per 1’ of box length.
The extra off-setting space is to allow room for 12 more daughter plants, 
from these new plants, at the end of the season next year. 
 

The space at the end is for 2 more plants that aren’t ready to transplant 
yet. 
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● Planted each new plant to the desired depth.
● Made a little circle indent around each plant about 9” diameter.
● Sprinkled about 1 tablespoon of organic fertilizer in the circle.
● Covered with peat moss.
● Watered it in pretty well.
● Finally I put a ¾” - 1” layer of wood chips on everything.

The wood chips help to:
● Allow the water to be absorbed into the soil.
● Help reduce water evaporation.
● Help keep the soil from developing a “hard pan” layer at the 

surface.
● Helps keep in soil warmth in when it is cold outside.
● Helps keep the soil cooler when the sun is intense.

I water the new plants every day to keep the soil moist.
I won’t fertilize again until spring.
I will winterize the plants when appropriate...when the plants begin to 
look like they are slightly dying...probably sometime in November, 
maybe earlier if the weather is unnaturally cold (as in consistent 
freezing at night). 
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